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A mysterious duet between a man and his bike

Guided by enigmatic arrows, a scrap-collector steers his Tricycle and 
trailer to the opening of a fantastical maze filled with illusions. A 
dream-like adventure begins. The tricycle guides the man through his 
life journey as if it were an uncanny ride at a fairground; through the 
house of mirrors, the carousels, and the games of chance…  leading him 
through the dark shadows of his past towards his quest for freedom and 
into the light.

Tricyckle is a spectacle of metamorphosis and transformation using 
objects and puppetry. Visual theatre without words, the show was 
conceived to be performed in theatres and also unusual non-
conventional spaces.

Tricyckle's intriguing musical score is composed solely of invented 
instruments created with found objects.

Tricyckle is dedicated to the men in our city of 
Trois-Rivières, who, with their old tricycles and 
handmade trailers are solitary treasure seekers, 

renegades, living beneath the radar.



"This is a deeply personal, playful and utterly
charming insight into one man’s life traipsing
from one base to another. (...) Often surreal,
always playful and nothing short of endearing,
Tricyckle does exactly what it sets out to do."
Shane Morgan, Bristol 24/7
England, September 2017

"Loved the gentle, intelligent, hypnotic
Les Sages Fous Tricyckle...
it's on again tomorrow - see it if you can"
Phil Gibby
South west director of Arts Council England
Bristol Festival of Puppetry 2017

"Les Sages Fous deliver a life
trip in a bewitching hour."
Svelvikspoften
Bergen, Norway, October 2017 

“In the afternoon, another shock. TRICYCKLE by 
the company Les Sages Fous. Artists I've heard a 
lot about but never seen a show. This one is 
amazing. A show without words. It throws me to 
the floor. (…) Jacob Brindamour's wordless 
performance is striking. His manipulation of 
objects is meticulous. He animates his puppets 
with impressive precision. South Miller's 
staging and dramaturgy give unity to the 
desired dreamlike atmosphere. The show tells a 
lot. Through these pieces of dreams, a story is 
woven with leitmotivs, captivating characters, 
places and situations that we recognize. The 
artists of the Les Sages Fous show a fascinating 
aesthetic vision.”
Louis-Dominique Lavigne Artistic Director, Théâtre de 
Quartier | July 2021 



Origins

This solo show continues the reflection of the company, started with the 
Orphan Circus, on the underbelly of the entertainment industry. Our 
company is inspired, among others, by men who roam the city of Trois-
Rivières on their old tricycles, looking for all kinds of materials they 
carry on their makeshift trailers. 

We are also inspired by people who make folk art; those who are not 
professional artists, with all the baggage and allegiance to the 
institutions involved. With Tricycle we hope to break down barriers 
between high culture and popular art.



Puppets

The puppets are manifestations 
of the imagination of our 
protagonist. They are his psyche 
and his memories. They come to 
him like ghosts of his past. All 
are made with simple materials 
that are easy to find, mainly in 
paper mache.



Lighting

The lights are made with tin cans and vegetable strainers. The 
protagonist uses his flashlight as the main source of lighting effects. 
There are several small lights built into boxes, that the protagonist 
illuminates himself.

Music

Alongside our explorations, the musician Christian Laflamme invented 
instruments with found objects and laid the foundation of a musical 
landscape for Tricycle. He has created the beginnings of an unusual 
soundscape; a mysterious music that is both urban and fairground, in 
perfect harmony with the protagonist of our story.

 
Click here to

listen to the soundscape composed by Christian Laflamme 

http://www.sagesfous.com/SITEWEB_2022/FR/page30.html


Our vision of puppetry

Puppets are a link between humanity and mystery. The dual nature of 
puppetry, animated / inanimate, parallels our experience of life and 
death. The paradoxical and mysterious nature of the puppet has led us to 
create visual theatre that seeks to express the invisible. In search of 
this mystery, we offer a world of images and sensations, where 
impressions and memories blend to create stories. We propose an 
exciting, mysterious voyage: sailing through troubled waters, at the 
crossroads between the worlds. Our creative process is a deliberate walk 
in the darkness of the unknown. By trial and error, collage of images, 
poetic correspondence, we write the shows whose sense often eludes us 
until the last minute. For it is only in contact with the public that our 
desires are revealed. It is as if the play is a double-sided mirror in 
which each sees the dreams that inhabit themselves.

The scenography of Tricycle is made from recycled materials and 
abandoned objects. It is intended to reflect the independence and the 
worldview of our protagonist. We have worked to create a naïve 
aesthetic, not bearing the traces of artistic schools or the mark of the 
entertainment industry. We want the scenography to be as independent as 
our protagonist; all components used fit in his trailer.

We created several spectacular effects by exploring new techniques with 
light and shadow. Using only the beam of a flashlight projected through 
the wheel of the tricycle or trailer (on the back of the stage), we managed 
to create striking images: the Ferris wheel, a factory clock, a spider 
web, a cargo ship, a beast with horns... The tricycle, in different 
positions, transforms into multiple characters: it becomes a beautiful 
woman, a wheel of fortune, a beast, a circus horse, a whole fairground. 
Each accessory on stage is carefully chosen to organically integrate the 
world of the protagonist. Examples: a bicycle pump becomes the trigger of 
a cannon; the cover of an old paint can sometimes become a moon, 
sometimes a shield; a crank mechanism becomes a jack in the box 
mechanism.



 TEASER

https://vimeo.com/772785780

Credits 

Interpretation : Jacob Brindamour
Staging and puppets : South Miller

Set design and props : Sylvain Longpré
Music : Christian Laflamme

Stage manager : Paul Foresto
_____________________________________

A coproduction between Les Sages Fous and 
Nordland Visual Theatre (Stamsund, Norway)

With the support of the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, 
Conseil des Arts du Canada, Ville de Trois-Rivières, Nordland fylkeskommune.

https://vimeo.com/772785780






PRESS RELEASES
LES SAGES FOUS   80, Saint-François-Xavier, Trois-Rivières, Québec, Canada G9A 0A6

info@sagesfous.com             www.sagesfous.com            +1.819.383.7232



  
 

Louis-Dominique Lavigne 

Artistic Director, Théâtre de Quartier | July 2021 
 
 
In the afternoon, another shock. TRICYCKLE by the Compagnie Les Sages Fous. 
Artists I've heard a lot about but never seen a show.  This one is amazing. A show 
without words. It throws me to the floor. Another solo. As in HISTOIRES D'AILES 
ET D'ÉCHELLES, we still find enigmatic arrows but they lead us to another 
universe. Darker. More grotesque. Closer to Arrabal, Beckett, the clown Chocolat 
- Rodrigue Tremblay - or Sam Shepard.  
 
A man with Beckettian looks evolves on stage with a tricycle. Scenic 
transformations take place. A makeshift wheel appears, a spider's web, a Ferris 
wheel from Luna Park. Suddenly a miniature city appears. The man enters a bar. 
A battle takes place. A fairground atmosphere prevails. The man grabs his tricycle 
with a lasso, tames it like a rodeo horse and becomes a cannon-ball-man.  He 
takes off. Jacob Brindamour's wordless performance is striking. His manipulation 
of objects is meticulous. He animates his puppets with impressive precision. South 
Miller's staging and dramaturgy give unity to the desired dreamlike atmosphere. 
The show tells a lot. Through these pieces of dreams, a story is woven with 
leitmotivs, captivating characters, places and situations that we recognize.   
 
The artists of the Compagnie Les Sages Fous show a fascinating aesthetic vision. 
From now on, I will follow their theatrical work assiduously.  

 
 



 

FIAMS 2021 – Tricyckle: Diving Inside 

Daphné Bathalon | July 2021 
 
Through the dreamlike journey of a strange tricycle rider, Les Sages Fous invite us to be 
transported into a sinuous and poetic dream. Following mysterious luminous arrows, the 
character played by actor and puppeteer Jacob Brindamour guides us through a whimsical 
maze that looks like a circus from another time. 
 
It is the musical landscape imagined by Christian Laflamme that first charms us with its 
notes, sometimes soft, close to a lullaby, sometimes disturbing as in a dream that turns 
into a nightmare. The sound atmosphere accompanies us from one end to the other of 
this crossing which plunges us, too, into a benevolent torpor. 
 
In this state of semi-awakening, where everything seems possible and even normal, the 
wise man with the tricycle pulls a thousand and one wonders out of his old vehicle. His 
boxes turn into enigmatic trunks that refuse to reveal their contents, a cradle for the 
unborn child, a real city that lights up the night, or a carnival. In this production by South 
Miller, the tricycle itself undergoes several metamorphoses, becoming a Ferris wheel, a 
spider's web, a dance partner or an untamable monster. 
 
Over the course of sixty minutes, the production, which premiered in 2017 but has since 
been extensively reworked, offers a fine array of puppetry. Brindamour skillfully plays 
with the shadows that help shape this dreamlike universe. He brings his little alter ego to 
life by wielding his little rods as well as he does a beautiful if chilling spider from a glove. 
 
Despite the inherent sinuosity of the dream world, the wordless show takes us smoothly 
from one thought to another, from birth to first loves and obstacles to the metamorphosis 
into a butterfly and the final flight. Brindamour manipulates objects with great care and 
precision. If one can question the relevance of breaking the fourth wall by making the 
spider leave the symbolic framework of the dream and the stage, the agility of the actor 
to make us go up with him in this fair is undeniable. 
 
A pile of boxes that transforms into a nocturnal city in the artificial light of the buildings, 
patched curtains that create a real cocoon around us: the proposal of Les Sages Fous is 
received as a peaceful parenthesis, strange and above all carrying visual findings that 
remain in the mind after the performance as the remnants of a pleasant dream that fades 
away upon awakening. 







Tricyckle at Tobacco Factory Theatre


